[Contemporary history of medicine: issues and approaches].
This paper illuminates specific aspects of writing contemporary history of medicine. The first section deals with specific methodological problems in the historiography of modem medicine. Topics discussed include the specific situation concerning contemporary source material, oral history, the use of theories in historiography, the problem of temporal proximity and the issue of the necessity of medical technical knowledge on part of the historian. In the second section the paper ends with a discussion of the purpose and objectives of contemporary history of medicine.